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INTERNATIONAL YACHTMASTER 
 

Category 
 

Yachtmaster Coastal 
 

Yachtmaster Offshore 
 
Minimum Pre-Requisites 
(Preferred completion before course; may be accomplished later, but must be completed before certification) 
 
Days at Sea 

 
30 

 
50 

 
Miles at Sea 

 
800 

 
3,000 

 
Night Sailing 

 
12 Hours 

 
30 Hours 

 
Watch Captain 

 
2 Days 

 
2 Passages 

 
Other 

 
First Aid Certificate (not included) 

VHF Radio Operator’s Certificate (included) 

 
5 Passages with rhumb lines > 60 miles 
Current medical exam & eyesight test 

 
Course Length 

 
6 Days 

 
17 Days 

 
Course 
Contents 
 
(Partial list only) 
 

 
2 Days: Shore-Based Theory 
0.75 Days: MROP (Marine Radio Telephone 

Operator’s Permit) [including exam]; 
Procedures, Frequencies, Equipment, Operation 

 
0.75 Days: Basic First Aid & CPR 
 
0.5 Days: Coastal Navigation Refresher & Rules 

of the Road; Navigational Charts, Position 
Fixing, Deduced Reckoning & Est. Position, 
Pilotage, Set, Drift, Tides, International Rules, 
Lights, Shapes 

 
3 Days: Offshore at Sea 

Meteorology, Clouds, Fog, Practical 
Seamanship Skills, Rope Work, Anchoring, 
Boat Handling, Towing, Docking, Yacht 
Presentation, Passage Planning, Dinghy 
Operations, Night Sailing, Advanced Sail  
Trim, Safety at Sea, Heavy Weather, Crew 
Overboard, Emergency Procedures, Navigation 

 
1 Day: Final Onboard At-Sea Examination 

 
7 Days: Shore-Based Theory 
(Including 0.5 day Radio 
Communications course) 
 
5 Days: Onboard At Sea 

4 Days: Offshore Training  
 
1 Day: Final At-Sea Examination 

 
5 Days: STCW 
(USCG Standards of Certification & 
Watchkeeping) 
 

0.5 Days: Personal Safety & Social 
Responsibility Course 
 
2 Days: Basic Fire Prevention & Fire 
Fighting 
 
1.5 Day: Personal Sea Survival 
 
1 Day: Basic First Aid Course 
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